
 

Reclaiming Congress’ Article One Powers  

 

What is the new Community-Focused Grant Program?  

 

The Community-Focused Grant Program (CFGP) is a competitive grant program intended to 

allow Congress to harness its unique constitutional authority to appropriate federal dollars 

through a congressional competitive award process, with an emphasis on supporting projects that 

have the broad support of local communities across the United States.  

 

Reclaiming Constitutional Authorities to Make Congress Work Better for the American 

People 

• Article I of the Constitution gives Congress the authority to tax and spend – or the 

“power of the purse” – arguably one of the body’s most essential constitutional 

responsibilities. 

• From local libraries, to roads and bridges, to hospitals and health centers, communities 

big and small receive federal investments.  

• The Framers intended these spending decisions to be made on behalf of local 

communities through their elected officials, who know their communities best.    

• But in recent years, Congress has let these responsibilities slide to the executive branch.  

• Today, executive branch employees make spending decisions on behalf of Congress and 

the American people, instead of those closest to their communities. 

• With the executive branch - not Congress - directing resources to congressional districts, 

a trend has emerged where agency accounts are boosted in an attempt to ensure projects 

can be funded. This increases overall spending above what it might be if Congress simply 

targeted the funding. 

• This program gives this authority back to the American people and those that know 

their communities best.   

• Taxpayer dollars will be spent more efficiently and transparently on local projects 

with guardrails against abuse. 

Recommendation: Reduce dysfunction in the annual budgeting process through the 

establishment of a congressionally-directed program that calls for transparency and 

accountability, and that supports meaningful and transformative investments in local 

communities across the United States. The program will harness the authority of Congress 

under Article One of the Constitution to appropriate federal dollars. 



• The program seeks to significantly increase local input in the federal process and 

generate much greater collaboration between representatives and their constituents 

in the annual funding process. 
  

Reducing Dysfunction in the Annual Budgeting Process to Give the American People More 

Certainty  

• The Select Committee believes this tool could help end the era of government 

shutdowns.  

• Since Fiscal Year 2012, not a single standalone appropriations bill has been signed into 

law.  

• And Congress has only passed all 12 appropriations bills before the end of the fiscal year 

four times since 1977.  

• Inconsistent funding, continuing resolutions and government shutdowns have negatively 

impacted programs and agencies government-wide, as well as state and local 

communities - often delaying projects and increasing costs. 

• Modernization Committee Members feel that a commitment to local investments will 

help to bring Members of Congress from both sides of the aisle together to pass timely 

spending bills.  

 


